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Postage stamps and related objects are miniature communication tools, and they tell a 
story about cultural and political identities and about artistic forms of identity expressions. 
They are part of the world’s material heritage, and part of history. Ever more of this postal 
heritage becomes available online, published by stamp collectors’ organizations, auction 
houses, commercial stamp shops, online catalogues, and individual collectors. Virtually 
collecting postage stamps and postal history has recently become a possibility. These 
working papers about Africa are examples of what can be done. But they are work-in-
progress! Everyone who would like to contribute, by sending corrections, additions, and 
new area studies can do so by sending an email message to the APH editor: Ton Dietz 
(dietzaj@asc.leidenuniv.nl). You are welcome! 
 
Disclaimer: illustrations and some texts are copied from internet sources that are publicly available. All sources 
have been mentioned. If there are claims about the copy rights of these sources, please send an email to 
asc@asc.leidenuniv.nl, and, if requested, those illustrations will be removed from the next version of the 
working paper concerned.  
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Illustrations cover page: 
ASC Leiden postage stamp Nederland (2011): ©African Studies Centre Leiden 
Cape of Good Hope postage stamp 1853: 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/7c/Cape_Triangular_Postage_Stamp.jp
g/400px-Cape_Triangular_Postage_Stamp.jpg  
Egypt postage stamp 1914: 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4b/Post_Stamp_Egypt.jpg  
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Postmarks EAST KENYA  
 
https://i2.wp.com/www.howtodiys.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/kenya-county-map-
1.jpg?resize=696%2C990 ; however: 9 = Nandi and 12 = Trans Nzoia! 
Maps: Google (if otherwise: indicated) 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Faza%201957.jpg: “FAZA. 23.02.1954 to 11.12.1963. Railway 
agency under Lamu”.  
Kiunga 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kiunga%20Lamu%201953.jpg: “KIUNGA LAMU. 11.02.1960 
to 11.12.1963”.  
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Lamu: Imperial British East Africa Company post office in 1890 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Lamu%201896.jpg: “LAMU.  30.05.1890 to 11.12.1963. A 
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Witu (see APH Paper for Tanzania) 
 
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/7/77/Witu1890.png/300px-Witu1890.png  
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Tana River County 
 
Kipini (coast) 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kipini%20DR%201939.jpg : “KIPINI. 1907 to 08.05.1923 
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POSTMARK-GALOLE-MALINDI-erd.jpg ;  
also: http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Galole%20Malindi%201962.jpg: “GALOLE MALINDI. 
01.01.1960 to 11.12.1963. Railway agency under Malindi”.  
Giriama 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Galitu%20to%20Isiolo.htm : “GIRIAMA. 1917 to 
closed by 1922. Postal agency north of Malindi. Not recorded”.  
Golbanti 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Galitu%20to%20Isiolo.htm : “GOLBANTI. 1907 to 
10.02.1909. Postal agency on Tana River. Not recorded ”.  
Kikambala 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kikambala%201963.jpg: “KIKAMBALA. 03.02.1953 to 
11.12.1963. Postal agency under Kilifi”.  
Kilifi 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kilifi%201956.jpg: “KILIFI. 01.01.1922 to 13.12.1922. 




Stamps/73206/bn_40583716/i.html : “BRITISH EAST AFRICA COMPANY / KENYA. POSTMARK 
MELINDI. 1a GREEN USED.” 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Melindi%201899%20SQC.jpg: “MALINDI (MELINDI).  
09.07.1892 to  11.12.1963. Port 100km from Mombasa”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Malindi%201890.jpg  
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220px-East_Africa_1901_wrapper.jpg : “Postal stationery[edit]. East Africa and Uganda one anna 
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http://i.ebayimg.com/00/s/MTEzNlgxNjAw/z/sSsAAOSw6n5Xtxa5/$_12.JPG: “KENYA 1965 PICTURE 





http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mariakani%204.jpg: “MARIAKANI.  1910 to  11.12.1963.On 
main line”.  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mazeras%201954.jpg: “MAZERAS. 06.10.1921 to 11.12.1963. 
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http://thumbs1.ebaystatic.com/images/g/R6YAAOSwKrhVY4JC/s-l225.jpg : ” 1914 Mombasa Harbour 
BEA Kenya postcard to Italy 4 KGV stamps on the front PC”.  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mombasa%20Exhibition.jpg: “MOMBASA EXHIBITION.  




http://thumbs.ebaystatic.com/images/g/zXMAAOxyAbxTktcq/s-l225.jpg : “KENYA MARITIME KG6 
1952 MOMBASA PAQUEBOT CANCELS”.  
African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 






African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 











African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 





https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/2d/0a/1c/2d0a1ccc09c6ed2faa072fdb1da838a1.jpg      
https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/a1/60/6d/a1606d8264de72bdfcf64be96ac83832.jpg  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kaloleni%201.jpg: “KALOLENI. 01.04.1942 to 31.01.1951. 
15.10.1955 to 17.11.1958. 15.08.1962 to 11.12.1963. Postal agent under Mombasa”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kaloleni%201955%20skeleton.jpg  
Kilindini (Port) Mombasa 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kilindini%201903.jpg: “KILINDINI. 20.05.1897 to 01.08.1904. 
20.04.1908 to 03.086.1908. 22.07.1914 to 22.11.1957. Port south of Mombasa”.  
African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 












African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 




Kilindini Road Mombasa 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kilindi%20Road%201959.jpg: “KILINDINI ROAD B.O. 
MOMBASA. 16.01.1959 to 11.12.1963”.  
Kinango Mombasa 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Kikambala%20to%20Kinangop.htm : “KINANGO 
(MOMBASA). 01.12.1958 to 11.12.1963. Postal agent under Mombasa”.  
Likoni Mombasa 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Likoni%201947.jpg: “LIKONI.  15.02.1947 to 11.12.1963. 
Opposite Mombasa island”.  
 
African Postal Heritage; African Studies Centre Leiden; APH Paper 17, Part 5; Ton Dietz 









http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Majengo%20Mombasa%201955.jpg: “MAJENGOMOMBASA.  
11.05.1951 to 14.01.1957”.  
Makupa Road Mombasa 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Makupa%20Road%20Mombasa%201957.jpg: “MAKUPA ROAD 
MOMBASA. 27.05.1957 to 11.12.1963”.  
Miritini Mombasa 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Migori%20to%20Molo.htm: “MIRITINI.  1917 to 1918; 
16.11.1919 to 01.06.1936. On main railway line”. 
Mombasa Docks 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mombassa%20Docks%20BO%201959.jpg: DOCKS B.O. 
MOMBASA”. 11.03.1957 to 11.12.1963”.   
Mtwapa Creek 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Moyale%20to%20Mwatate.htm: “MTWAPA CREEK.  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Galitu%20to%20Isiolo.htm: GAZI (MOMBASA). 
01.10.1904 to 11.12.1963. On the coast 30 miles from Mombasa.  
Kwale 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kwale%202%20cover.jpg: “KWALE (MOMBASA).  12.08.1930 to  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mackinnon%20Road.jpg: “MACKINNON ROAD. 01.10.1904 to 
07.04.1956. On main railway line”.  
Maji-ya-Chumvi 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Macalder%20to%20Makuyu.htm: “MAJI-YA-CHUMVI. 




Taita Taveta County 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Bura%201%201954.jpg: “BURA. 01.02.1947 to 11.12.1963. 22 
miles from Voi towards Moshi”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Bura%201%20Violet.jpg  
Manyani Camp 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Manyani%20Camp%201956.jpg: “MANYANI CAMP. 01.10.1904 
to 07.04.1956. On main railway line”.  
Maungu 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Maseno%20to%20Meru.htm: “MAUNGU.  1904 to 
1923; 01.02.1927 to 01.06.1936. On main railway line”.  
Mbololo 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Maseno%20to%20Meru.htm : “MBOLOLO. 
15.09.1954 to 1956. PA under Voi. Not recorded”.  
Murka 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Murka%2019...jpg: “MURKA. 6.04.1952 to 12.04.1960. On Voi 
branch railway line”.  
Mwatate 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mwatate%202.jpg: ” MWATATE (MWATATI). 01.04.1930 to 





1914/15: German occupation 
http://www.wokinghamphilatelic.org.uk/index_files/2015news.htm?i=1: “The Germans were 
pro-active and made a minor invasion of Kenya, capturing Taveta, and a special cancel was 
produced. Under a gentlemen's agreement, for a period of about four weeks beginning in 
mid-August 1914, a small quantity of mail was taken out of the German colony by the light 
cruiser HMS Pegasus, one of the ships of the British squadron blockading the coast. This 
mail was carried to Zanzibar and eventually delivered in Germany and other European 
destinations in late September 1914. It was limited to "open mail" (postcards, printed matter, 
unsealed letters) written in clear unencrypted German to facilitate censorship. HMS Pegasus 
was sunk in Zanzibar harbor by the "Konigsberg" the following month”.  
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stampauction network ; no further information. 
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No post office? 
Northeastern 
Mandera County 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Malindi%20to%20Marsabit.htm: “MANDERA (ISIOLO). 
14.06.1943 to 11.12.1963. Northern Frontier District”.  
Wajir County 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Garissa%201958.jpg: “GARISSA. 1945 to 11.12.1963. Northern 




Before 1926: Jubaland 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Ahero%20to%20Bondo.htm : “ALEXANDRIA. In 
Jubaland. Opened 1919 to 1925. Ceded to Italy. Unknown”.  
Gobwen 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Galitu%20to%20Isiolo.htm : “GOBWEN. 20.12.1913 to 
1922. North of Juba River. Ceded to Italy 29.06.1925”.  
Kismayu  
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kismayu%201911.jpg: “KISMAYU. 01.09.1896 to 06.12.1925. 
Capital of Jubaland. Ceeded to Italy in 1925.” 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Malindi%20to%20Marsabit.htm : “MARSABIT 





http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Moyale%2019.6.jpg: “MOYALE (ISIOLO). 1917 to 1922; 
14.06.1943 to 11.12.1963”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Moyale%201955%202.jpg  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Isiolo%202%20cover.jpg: “ISIOLO. 01.06.1929 to 11.12.1963. 
District headquarters. Near Meru”. 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Maua%20Meru%2010960.jpg: “MAUA MERU. 01.09.1959 to 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Chogoria.jpg: “CHOGORIA. 05.02.1949 to 11.12.1963. Postal 
Agency 41 mils from Meru”.  
Chuka 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Broderick%20Falls%20to%20Duke%20Street.htm : 
“CHUKA. 1917 to 1922; 19.08.1950 to 1954. 40 miles from Embu. NOT SEEN”.  
Tharaka 
Embu County 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Embu.jpg: “EMBU. 1912 to 11.12.1963.  
Town 25 miles from Sagana” 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kianyaga%201956%202.jpg: “KIANYANGA (EMBU). 06.10.1955 
to 11.12.1963 . Postal agent under Embu”.  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kitui%202R%201938.jpg: “KITUI. 1907 to 11.12.1963. District 
head office”.  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Moyale%20to%20Mwatate.htm: “MUTOMO (KITUI). 
01.04.1955 to 11.12.1963. Postal agency under Kitui”.  
Mwingi 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mwingi%201.jpg: “MWINGI (KITUI).  01.08.1950 to 11.12.1963. 
Postal agency under Kitui, upgraded to post office 1956”.  
Machakos County 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Athi%20River%203.jpg: “ATHI RIVER. Postal Agency on railway 
18 miles from Nairobi. Opened 1904 to 1963”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Athi%20River%201954.jpg  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Kangundo%20to%20Kericho.htm : “KANGUNDO 
(MACHAKOS). 01.05.1950 to 11.12.1963. Postal agency under Machakos”.  
Katulani 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Kangundo%20to%20Kericho.htm : “KATULANI 
MACHAKOS. 19.04.1955 to 11.12.1963. Postal agent under Machakos”.  
Kikima 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kikema%201958.jpg: “KIKIMA.  (MACHAKOS). 26.01.1955 to 
11.12.1963. Postal agency under Machakos”.  
Kilome 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kilome%201958.jpg: “KILOME (MACHAKOS). 13.05.1957 to 
11.12.1963. Postal agent under Machakos”.  
Kola 
 





http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Machakos%20sqc%201899.jpg: “MACHAKOS. 01.01.1897 to 
11.12.1963. 50 km from Nairobi”.  
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Machakos%201901.jpg  
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Macalder%20to%20Makuyu.htm : “MACHAKOS 
ROAD. 01.10.1904 to 1909. Not recorded”.  
Masii 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Maseno%20to%20Meru.htm: “MASII (MACHAKOS). 
01.06.1961 to 11.12.1963 . PA under Machakos”.  
Mitaboni 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Migori%20to%20Molo.htm: “MITABONI MACHAKOS.  
11.01.1960 to 11.12.1963. PA under Machakos” 
Makueni County 
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“DARJANI. 01.12.1925 to 10.07.1931. Railway Agency mile 175”.  
Emali 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Emali%201956.jpg: “EMALI. 01.06.1926 to 11.12.1963. Railway 
agency on main line mile 242”.  
Kibwezi 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kibwezi%201910.jpg: “KIBWEZI. 08.03.1900 to 19.04.1900. 





http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/KIMA.jpg: “KIMA. 1922 to 11.12.1963 . Railway agency at mile 
260 on main line”.  
Kiu 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Kiu%201900.jpg: “KIU.15.09.1900 to 20.05.1902.  01.10.1904 





http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Makindu%201951.jpg: “MAKINDU. 01.06.1900 to 04.11.1918; 
26.04.1921 to 11.12.1963. Railway agency on main line”. 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/PH%20Kenya%20Macalder%20to%20Makuyu.htm : “MAKUENI 
(MACHAKOS). 20.01.1954 to 12.08.1955; 15.12.1955 to 11.12.1963”.  
Masongaleni 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Masongaleni%201938.jpg: “MASONGALENI.01.10.1904 to 
1960. On main railway line”.  
Mtito Andei 
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http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Mtito%20Andei%201961.jpg: “MTITO ANDEI.  01.10.1904 to 
01.06.1936; 29.11.1939 to 11.12.1963. On main line”.  
 
GENERAL: Experimental Post Office 
 
http://www.postmarks.co.za/images/Experimental%20PO.jpg: “EXPERIMENTAL P.O. 13.09.1900 to 
25.08.1903”.  
A Note on Sources 
Besides a variety of internet sources (all given below each of the respective illustrations), a very 
useful source has been: www.postmarks.co.za. However, for Kenya they have only reached ‘Nakuru’. 
Like we do, they sometimes use Hamilton auction material. But their most informative source is a 
book by Edward Proud, e.g.,: 
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PROUD E.B. Postmarks of the Date Impression Books - Post Office Records: Section 2. Volumes 3 & 4. 
Proud Bailey (1983). 96pp. 1st ed., fine in original red cloth. Postal markings proofed between 1839 - 
1841, mostly British but a few for the colonies included 
(http://www.pennymead.com/results.php?ct=1&sub=235 ).  
See: My Email:Fritsab@outlook.com FRITS AAB 
Last updated 14th of January 2017 
